Europe Reacts With Hostility to Nixon Charges 


From News Dispatches 

European officials reacted 
sharply yesterday to President 
Nixon’s charges that the nine 
countries of the European 
Economic Community are re- 
fusing to cooperate politically 
and economically with the 
United States. 

Common Market sources in 
Brussels termed the Presi- 
dent’s remarks in Chicago 
“insulting,” “threatening,” 
“counterproductive” and 
“hypocritical!” 

Meanwhile, in Washington, 
Secretary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger met with We^t Ger- 
man Ambassador Berndt von 
Staden in a hurriedly ar- 


ranged session, concerning the 
recent harsh American state- 
ments about relations with Eu- 
rope. 

Mr. Nixon said Friday his 
proposed trip to Brussels next 
month would be pointless be- 
cause there had been insuffi- 
cient progress on a joint dec- 
laration of principles which he 
was scheduled to sign there. 

The President also raised 
the threat of U.S. troop with- 
drawals from Europe unless 
the Europeans begin to coop- 
erate with the United States 
on the political and economic 
fronts. ' 

The nine member govern- 


ments were communicating 
with each other about the con- 
flict with the United States, 
Common Market sources in 
Europe said. 

In ; London, British diplo- 
mats reacted with a shock and 
dismay. One said he feared 
Mr. Nixon’s comments could 
have “the most serious conse- 
quences” for Europe and the 
Atlantic alliance. 

In Bonn, government 
sources said West German 
Chancellor Willy Brandt 
would stick with his decision 
to remain silent on the dispute 
between the United States and 
Europe. , • 


Observers in Bonn, however, 
said they viewed Nixon’s state- 
ment as a major escalation in 
the transatlantic war of words 
that flared when European 
countries decided to find an 
answer to their energy prob- 
lems by dealing directly with 
Arab oil producers, 

French government officials 
said Foreign Minister Michel 
Jobert would make a major 
.foreign policy statement at a 
Gaullist party convention Sun- 
day that may constitute a re- 
ply to Mr. Nixon. 

The French newspaper Le 
Monde callled Mr. Nixon’s 
“table pounding” a dangerous 


“poker bluff.” It. added that 
the President appeared “not 
to be in control of himself.” 
The Dutch Foreign Ministry 
showed a conciliatory attitude 
saying: “We resolutely oppose 
a European identity at the 
cost of Atlantic cooperation.” 
In the Middle East, some 
Arab newspapers reacted 
strongly to Mr. Nixon’s de- 
mand that the oil embargo be 
lifted without conditions. 

The normally pro-Western 
L’Orient Le Jour in Beirut 
characterized the speech as 
having been “in the purest 
cowboy style that would have 
suited his Texan predecessor, 
Lyndon Johnson.” 



